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For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the         

members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ.   

For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body ðJews or 

Greeks, slaves or free ðand we were all made to drink of one Spirit.                        

1 Corinthians 12:12 -13 

In Paulôs letter to the church in Corinth he reminds the early Christians that 

in Baptism we are joined to the body of Christ as a vital member of that body. 

Paul later goes on to remind the people of Corinth that within the body of 

Christ all are equally loved and important. This was a vital reminder for the 

early church and I believe a vital reminder for the church today.  

I donôt think it is any surprise that the church is made up of a wide variety 

people with a wide variety of gifts. The challenge for us in the church today is 

to value each of those gifts as much as we value the other. No one gift is     

better then another. So, the question becomes ñHow do we insure that we are 

valuing each individual and their gifts?ò. 

While there might be thousands of ways to answer this question, I suggest 

that we start by being in relationship with each other. Being in relationship 

allows us learn how each of us is gifted and how we are called to use those 

gifts. In the following months as I get a chance to know you and you me, I am 

looking forward to hearing about your gifts and passions. What is it that 

brings you energy? How do you think God has gifted you? What gives you a 

since of purpose in life? These are questions that I think help us realize how 

God has gifted and called us.  

We might not be the largest community of faith, but that doesnôt mean we 

are any less able to share the Gospel of Godôs unconditional love and Grace 

with the world around us. It is my hope and passion to walk with you as we 

find out how we are being called to do that work of ministry.  

 

Blessings,  

Pastor Tony Rhodes  
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St. Philipõs     

Annual Meeting 

will be on     

Sunday           

February 3rd 
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Monterey   
Chamber  
Orchestra 

 
òSongs & Dancesó 

 
Saturday  

February 9th  
 

6:30 pm                
Conductorõs Notes 

 
Concert begins @ 

7:30 pm 
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Where did you grow up?  What was your favorite place/activity as a kid?   

I grew up between two suburbs of Seattle, Edmonds and Everett. Edmonds is a beach town along the Puget Sound 

and is home to one of the Seattle area Ferry Terminals. Growing up we would often take a ferry ride just for 

something to do on a Saturday afternoon, I still enjoy those ferry rides and often take one when I am visiting family. 

Everett is a typical suburb consisting of sub developments, apartments, schools, and shopping centers. Everett is 

where I attended school k-12. During my high school years, I was very active in student leadership and could 

always be found in the student spirit section at football and basketball games, I donôt think my friend Willie and I 

missed a single game our entire four years. 

Where did you go to college and seminary?   
 

I attended Western Washington University (WWU) in Bellingham Washington for my undergrad. I originally 

attended WWU with the idea of becoming a high school history teacher. After writing my first term paper in history 

I quickly realized that my love of history was a hobby not an academic passion. After some discernment and 

searching through the course catalog I found the Human Services Program. The Human Services Program is focused 

on educating students to become Social Workers and other non-profit professionals.  

When it came time to apply to seminary, I decided that if I was going to go to seminary it would have to be on the 

West Coast so I applied to the only ELCA Seminary west of the Mississippi river which happened to be Pacific 

Lutheran Theological Seminary (PLTS) in Berkeley California. I quickly fell in love with the courses offered at 

PLTS and more specifically the ecumenical and interfaith relationships PLTS with the other Seminaries and 

Institutes of Study that make up the Graduate Theological Union in Berkeley. In an ever-increasing pluralistic 

world, I found it important to have my seminary education rooted in ecumenical and interfaith relationships.  

What was your favorite vacation? What places are you hoping to explore?   

Growing up I loved our many trips to southern California to visit cousins and Disneyland. We also frequently 

traveled to the Washington coast, where I developed a deep appreciation and love for the ocean. During my college 

years I was blessed with the opportunity to serve on a couple of different leadership councils within the ELCA 

Churchwide expression. These leadership roles resulted in a large amount of travel to Chicago for meetings and 

other major cities for gatherings. In the near feature I am excited to get the chance to explore the Carmel area, and I 

am hoping to eventually make it to San Diego which I hear is another wonderful beach city.  

Tell us about your favorite story about your cat.    

I recently learned that my cat (Butterscotch) likes to play fetch with his toy balls. He has me thinking he might be 

more dog then he is cat. Now every day when I arrive home, we must play fetch for at least 5 minutes before he 

allows me to do anything else. 

What is your favorite food - do you make it for yourself?    

Shoot, thatôs a hard question. But, at the moment I would say my favorite food is Sushi. I am relatively new to Sushi 

only being introduced to it while in Seminary, and then I moved to Montana where I didnôt trust the freshness of the 

fish that goes into making Sushi. So, I am excited to be back out on the coast and to have a wide selection of Sushi 

restaurants. I do not make sushi at home, I have thought about trying to but am not so sure about that.  

Besides St. Philipôs, what is your favorite spot on the Peninsula so far?   

So far, any place along the water front. I have come to especially like the water front in Pacific Grove. I have also 

enjoyed a number of walks along Scenic Road in Carmel. I am looking forward to having the chance to explore 

more of the area! 
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Skipper Mike Berry 

will be officially     

retired as of           

December 31st so he 

no longer be         

reachable at either 

mberry@nps.edu or 

831-656-2822  

5th ~ Ashley Conrad        

12th ~ Nancy Holtrop      

14th ~ Giuseppe Patania    

21st ~ Nils Franco    

27 th ~ Alexandra Eisinger  

29 th ~ Nora Reimers    

29 th ~ Gladys Eisinger   

 

Gladys turns  
104 years old  

this year  
WOW !!  
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THE LINEUP  

Teammates,  

The winter solstice is in the past.  Soon we will experience an increase in 
daylight.  Perhaps we may even begin to feel the warmth of the California 
sunshine upon our faces.  As a long-time Kansas City Chiefs fan, the NFL 
season is thankfully nearing completion.  Skipper Mike has retired.  And as a 
congregation we are commencing a new church year, together. 

Just as importantly, the ñboys (and women) of summerò will commence 
spring training this month.  As the players step into the batting cages, running 
the bases and fielding balls, coaches will start their player evaluations to 
determine batting lineup that win games.  Last month four MLB players 
(three pitchers, Rivera, Halladay, Mussina and one slugger, Martinez received 
enough votes to enter the MLB Hall of Fame (HoF) in Cooperstown, N.Y. 

As the baseball commissioner inducts these nominees into the HoF, those of 
us in the pews should take comfort in the fact weôve turned in another stellar 
season in support of Godôs Word and the good works of St. Philipôs Lutheran 
Church.  Iôm honored with the opportunity to continue serving as your coach 
as we take to the field for another run towards the pennant.  Together, as a 
team we will live Godôs will and one day we too will be enshrined in the Halls 
of Heaven. 

Now that the General Managerôs vacancy in the front office has been filled by 
Pastor Tony, Iôm pleased to announce that the entire church council will be 
returning as starters in the lineup as we complete the final year of our 
contract. 

1.  Susan Alexander is our lead-off hitter and plays Secretary in the field.  She 
bats left and throws right allowing her to transcribe meeting minutes in real 
time with uncanny accuracy and easily keeps pace with the game rhythm.   

2.  Batting second in the lineup is Sharon Anderson.  Sharon takes the field as 
Treasurer and covers the bases showing strength in late-inning pressure 
situations.  Her ability to track box scores and ticket sales is unparalleled. 

3.  Alan Pederson is our Designated Hitter / Member -at-Large.  Despite his 
stature, he will typically be batting third in the lineup and is a speedster 
between the bases.  Not only does Alan maintain a high batting average as a 
DH, he switch-hits as one of our greens keepers in the field.  Most teammates 
regard him as a sincere diamond in the rough. 

4.  As our Power Hitter, Keith Johnson is another utility player (Member at 
Large), batting in the clean-up position.  Keith is a clutch hitter with power to 
left, center and right fields.  Much like Alan, Keith exhibits speed on the base 
paths and does an excellent job of maintaining the ball park. 

As your Coach, I will always be in your dugout. 

Letôs play ball!! 

Coach Mike  

Presidentõs Log                                          

mailto:mberry@nps.edu
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Your spare 
coins can 
change 

lives!   
St. Philipõs has 
raised   $ 17.00 

this year that will 
be donated to the 

Food Bank. 
 

 

December  
 

December Income 

$41,353.93 
 

December Expenses 
 

$15,597.90 
 

 Balance 

$25,756.03 

January 
January Income 

$8,105.00  

January Expenses 

$13,439.99  
 

 Balance 

$-5,334.99  

 

Worship Committee Notes 
 

The Worship Committee met January 10th, reviewed the holiday worship ser-
vices, and looked forward to the new year by welcoming Pastor Tony and new 
ideas.  The Psalm 150 Band & Justice will be using the Chicago Folk Service on 
the 3rd Sundays of January & February, resuming again after Easter, on the 3rd 
Sundays of the month.  Sunday, March 3rd, is Transfiguration of our Lord, and 
Ash Wednesday is March 6th, the beginning of Lent.  Easter is late this year, April 
21st.  The planning of Lenten activities were begun, to be finalized at our next 
meeting Thursday, February 21st.  Pastor Tony has some ideas for a Lenten litur-
gy for Sunday services during Lent. Midweek Lenten services, using the Holden 
Prayer Service, after light soup suppers, traditional at St. PhilipĴs, were proposed. 

As always, ideas & suggestions are welcome ı talk or write to any committee 
members.  Interested in joining the committeeļ No music background required 
ı new ideas, enthusiasm welcome!  
 

Committee members: Barb Battcher, Carolyn Berry, Mary Kramer, Nora Reimers,       
Justice Post, Pastor Tony  

 

ĶInterfaith Outreach of Carmel made a recent 
grant of $6,250 to Safe Place.   Safe Place is 
Monterey CountyĴs only comprehensive program 
for homeless and runaway youth. Safe Place is a 

program of Community Human Services and provides counseling for youth and 
their families, intervention and drug and alcohol problems, access to temporary 
shelter, recreational activities and meals at a weekly drop- in dinner at the 
Monterey Youth Center, and street -  based counseling and survival aid including 
food and clothing.  
St. PhilipĴs continues to be a member of the Interfaith Outreach of Carmel. The 
mission of the IOC is to provide financial grants to agencies throughout Monterey 
County. You can participate in IOC by donating clothing or household items to the 
benefit shop Joining Hands or assisting in the shop.ķ 
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òWe want to give      

Carolyn Berry a big 

thank you for helping 

out in the office during 

the time that Marcie 

was away.  

We welcome Marcie 

back and are thankful 

for her continued     

recovery.ó  

Thank you Jose for 

cleaning up several 

yard waste piles !! 

Above and Beyond 

Thank you !! 

 

 

A BIBLICAL PUZZLE 
 

There are the names of 16 books of the bible mentioned in the paragraph   
below.  See how many you can find.  ( A preacher found 15 books in 20 
minutes, it took him  3 weeks to find the 16th one!) 
 
I once made a remark about the books of the Bible.  it was a lulu, kept people 
looking so hard for facts, and for others it was a revelation.  Some were in a  
jam, especially since the names of the books were not capitalized.  But the 
truth finally struck home to numbers of our readers.  To others it was a real 
job.  We want it to be a most fascinating few moments for you.  Yes, there will 
be some really easy ones to spot.,   Other may require judges to help find 
them.  I will quickly admit it usually takes a minister to find one of them, and 
there will be loud lamentations when it is found.  A little lady says she brews 
a cup of teas so she can concentrate better.  See how well you can compete!. 
Relax now, for there really are sixteen names of books of the Bible in this  
paragraph. 
 

mark, luke, kings, acts, revelation, james, ruth, numbers, job, amos,                               
esther, judges, titus, lamentations, hebrews, peter 

      

ñI-Help Dinnersò  You will begin to see these dinners listed as ñMenôs 

Dinner - Group 1 or Group 2ò in the weekly schedule. This is being done 

as a reminder to all of us of the date of our service.  These dinners are held 

on the 2nd Tuesday of each month. Group 1 serves the dinner on the 

odd months (Jan, March, etc.) and Group 2 the even months (Feb, 

April etc.) Carolyn Berry heads up Group 1 and Mary Kramer Group 2. If 

there is a 5th Tuesday in the month, the men will sleep at the church but 

food is not provided by St. Philipôs. Anyone who likes to cook or is able to 

bring parts of the meal are encouraged to get in touch with Carolyn or 

Mary. The groups  will welcome your participation.ò  

Thank you! 
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St. Philipñs  
Staff & Council 

 

Pastor Tony Rhodes 
Hours:  

Sunday - Thursday 
 

Marcie McFall               

Administrative Assistant 

Office Hours:               

Monday & Wednesday 

Justice Post 

Pianist & Organist  

Jose & Luz Perez 

Janitorial Staff  

COUNCIL MEMBERS   

Mike Berry - President 

Sharon Anderson       

Treasurer  

Susan Alexander            

Secretary 

Alan Pedersen                  

At Large 

Keith Johnson              

Property Chair 

Anke Richter                   

Financial Secretary 
 

CHECK OUT OUR 

WEBSITE AT  

www.stphilipslutheran.org 

 

 

Updated St. PhilipĴs Directory -   Beginning on Sunday February 3rd we 
will be having a Ķphoto boothķ so that we can up date our pictures and 

profiles.   This will help Pr. Tony get familiar with all of our 
faces.   Please do take a moment  during fellowship time  to update 

your photo and contact information.  The photo booth will be                       
in operation the first 3 weeks of February. 

 Thanks ! 
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